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35. On the vinous tincture of the seeds of Colehicum Autumnale. —Professor 

Cdelius has ascertained that during the use of the above medicine, the propor¬ 
tion of uric acid, in the urine, is very much augmented, and he attributes to 
this fact the benefits which it produces in rneumatism and arthritis. Dr. C. 
lias employed the vinous tincture with success, both in acute and chronic ar¬ 
thritis, and with advantage also in different forms of prosophalgia, in sciatica, 
rheumatic ophthalmia, articular dropsies, and some cases of paralysis of the in¬ 
ferior extremities, not produced by an arthritic cause. Dr. C. commences with 
a dose of from 20 to 30 drops, and gradually and cautiously increases it, till 
signs of gastric irritation manifest themselves. He has never seen it produce 
ill effects, but it must be given with caution; he thinks the dose given by the 
English practitioners, too large.— Bulletin des Sc. Med., May, 1828, from the 
Heidelberg Klinische Anhalen, Tom. III. , 

36. Caustic Paste. —Professor Giuefe gives the following formula for the 
preparation of a caustic paste for the destruction of the callosities which accom¬ 
pany fistulas. R. perch lor. hydrar. Zg.—Gum arab., aq. distill, aa gr. xxiv. 
miscc intim. To be applied to the callous parts.— Joum. de Ckimie Mtfd., Sept. 
1828. 


PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 

37. On the Employment of Lunar Caustic in Plastic Inflammations of the Mu¬ 
cous Membrane oj the Mouth , Nares, Throat , ilc. —“ The mucous membrane lin¬ 
ing the above conduits, and also that lining the larynx and trachea, is veiy sub¬ 
ject to inflammation, and this inflammation is often accompanied by an exuda¬ 
tion which becomes converted into a kind of false membrane. To this affection 
Laenncc and some others have applied the term plastic. It is often epidemic— 
sometimes sporadic. But the membranes above-mentioned arc subject to a chro¬ 
nic inflammation of a passive kind, in which the vessels are enlarged, their se¬ 
cretions increased and vitiated, and the patient kept in a very uncomfortable 
state for years. The uvula frequently becomes relaxed and elongated, and by 
tickling or irritating the epiglottis, keeps up a hacking cough, which excites 
great alarm in the minds of patient and friends. It is in this complaint, a very 
prevalent one, that an eminent surgeon of this metropolis has gained great re¬ 
putation by employing lunar caustic in solution, on a sponge or brush, and very 
freely applied to all the above parts as far as they can be reached. 

“A French physician, (M. Gerouard,) lately transmitted a memoir on this 
remedy to the Society of Medicine, in which he relates many cases of its sue-' 
cess in the plastic inflammation alluded to, and recommends the caustic to be 
applied not only to the fauces, nares, and parts adjacent, but to be introduced 
into the larynx, where the inflammation has affected that part. M. Gerouard 
frequently employs the nitrate in substance, carefully fixed in a silver tube, 
straight or crooked. He observes that to cause tbe false membranes to be de¬ 
tached from the larynx or trachea, it is not always necessary that the caustic 
should enter these conduits. ‘It is sufficient, in many cases, to touch the supe¬ 
rior aperture. I have seen patients eject membranous tubes of some inches in 
length, the day after the rima glottidis was touched with caustic.* Dr. Authenac 
has also laid before the public some cases where the lunar caustic proved very 
beneficial. Dr. Brown, of New York, has also published a paper on the same 
subject, in the January' Number of the Medical Recorder for the present year. 

“ But we wish to draw the attention of the profession to the employment of 
this topical application, in the chronic inflammations and relaxations above 
mentioned, as well as in laryngeal affections simulating phthisis. We have seen 
some cases recently where chronic coughs, accompanied by muco-purulent ex¬ 
pectoration, that had harassed patients for years, and baffled all their physi- 
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cians, gave way, in a veiy rapid manner, to a few applications of solution of 
lunar caustic on the sponge of a common probang. These hints may prove use- 
ful to many of our brethren. The state of the fauces should be carefully eia 
mined in all cases of chronic cough,- and the epiglottis may be often seen bv 
pressing down the tongue. That part, and even the rima glottidis, may be al- 
ways examined with the finger."— Medieo-Chirurgical Recino, Oct. 1828: 

, 38. Puerperal Peritonitis cured by the Application of Ice .—A woman, on the 
fourth day of her accouchement, was attacked with great weakness, ardent 
thirst, and continual vomiting. The abdomen distended, excessively tender on 
pressure, extremely painful; face hypocratic; pulse hard, small, and frequent; 
lochia suspended. The patient was bled, iced drinks administered, and icc 
applied on the abdomen. Three hours afterwards the symptoms had abated, the 
thirst and vomiting 1 had ceased, and the abdomen was less distended and less pain- 
till, on pressure. The ice was continued to the abdomen; the next day perani- 
ration came on; the breast filled with milk, the lochia reappeared, and the 
patient entirely recovered— Joum. dc la. Soc. Roy. dc Med. Uc. dc Tbulouse. 


39. Ammoniacal Sulphate of Copper in Epilepsy—Xtr. Uitnxs, of Bemstadt, 
considers the ammoniacal sulphate of copper as one of the most efficacious anil 
ccrtam of the remedies in purely nervous epilepsy, without complication. He 
rdates in Hufeland's Journal, for October, 1827, five cases in which lie employ, 
cd it with success. ‘ 3 


Metritis cured by Hydriodate of Potass. —Dr. Guzman relates in Horn's 
m, Jor July and August, 1827, two cases of metritis after accouchement, 
by the hvdnodatc of notasa. Hp nmrnKprl thmo - 1 - • 


40. Metritis i 

Archives, far Ju —« two cases ui meinus alter accouchement, 

cured by the hydnodatc of potass. He prescribed three grains of this medicine 
in six ounces of emulsion, to be taken in the twenty-four hours. The remedy, 
it is said, did not produce any influence on the secretion of the milk, or upon 
the health of the infant. 1 


41. Treatment of Syphilis without Mercury —It appears that this mode of 
treatment hM many advocates in Germany. Dr. Handschuch, in a work re- 
ccntly published, mentions, that he treated in the military hospital at Wiirz- 
"° m Jky* 1819, to February, 1820, one hundred persons; of whom, 
eighty-two had pnmaiy, and eighteen secondary symptoms by antiphlogistic 
remedies alone, without any mercury. 1 b 

Dr. Oppenheim has obtained equally favourable results from the same mode 
ot treatment, in the hospital at Hamburgh. He states that there were cured in 
eighteen months four hundred and two syphilitic patients. These remained in 
the hospital on an average fifty days, whilst formerly, under the mercurial treat- 
ment, they remained twice that period. Dr. O. commenced by venesection 
from four to twelve ounces, according to the constitution of the patient, and 
this was repeated on the second or third day, when the patient still complained 
of pain in the ulcers. The patient, during the whole period of treatment, 
remained in bed, and he was allowed for diet, morning and evening, water 
soup, to which was added, at dinner, two ounces of white bread. Glauber salts 
was administered so as to produce daily three or four evacuations from the 
bowels. The local affections were treated according to circumstances. Buboes 
were generally cured by pressure, even where fluctuation was perceptible. The 
pains that arose were not considered of much moment Where this method did 
not succeed, emollient cataplasms were applied to accelerate suppuration, and 

dreglLm) > r^X n i^ iththe “ 


42. Onthe Use of Circular Ligatures in Intermittent!—About thirty years ago, 
the application of the tourniquet was recommended by Mr. Kellie, a naval sur- 
con, as a preventive of the paroxysm of intermittent fever, and several in- 
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stances arc recorded by him in Duncan’s Medical Commentaries, for 1794, in 
which he used it with success. He applied the instrument to the arm of one side 
and the thigh of the other. Some further experiments have recently been made 
by Dr. Robouan, on the anti-febrile powers of circular ligatures, and the result 
is favourable. Theligaturcswcreappliedtothcarm, and made sufficiently tight to 
interrupt the superficial circulation, and to retard that of the more deep-seated 
vessels. As soon as the extremities began to redden, the patient felt easier, and 
the symptoms of the approaching paroxysm abated; the cold and trembling ceas¬ 
ed; the pulse became more free, &c. Nearly in all the cases Dr. R. found two 
or three applications of the ligature were sufficient to suppress the fever. 

According to Dr. R. the following rules arc to be observed: 1st. The most 
favourable time for the application of circular ligatures is the beginning of the 
cold stage, when they seldom fail to suppress or mitigate the fit. They have 
much less effect in the middle of the paroxysm, and none at all during the in¬ 
termission. 2d. In case of syncope, the ligatures must be loosened; the patient 
usually bears them better after some time. 3d. If the ligatures arc too tight, they 
may produce dangerous symptoms, and even suffocation. 4th. The application 
of circular ligatures has an effect correspondent to blood-letting. 

43. Poisoning. —Dr. Puns is of opinion that the best antidote to be admi¬ 
nistered in the first instance, in all cases of poisoning, whatever may be the na¬ 
ture of tile poison taken, is water. He says that oil, which has been recommend¬ 
ed as an antidote for cantharides, dissolves the active principle of that article, 
and aggravates all its injurious effects. Dr. P. lias obtained, in one case of poi¬ 
soning by a strong solution of potass, much advantage from the use of the oil 
of sweet almonds.— Memoires tie Medceine Militdrc, VoL XVII. 


44. Ointment for the Reduction of Glandular Engorgements. —Take of the 
strongest mercurial ointment, 94 parts; hydrochlorate of ammonia, 6 parts; mix 
intimately. Professor Dupuytren, to whom we are indebted for this prescription, 
recommends frictions with the ointment to be made over the places where the 
engorgements exist. He thinks that the stimulant action of ammoniacal salt af¬ 
fords powerful assistance to the resolvent qualities of the mercurial ointment— 
archives, Glmfrales, tie. Sept. 1828. 

45. Treatment of Nymphomania. —Dr. Ozaxau, of Lyons, communicated to 
the Royal Academy of Medicine, the cure of a case of nymphomania, by touch¬ 
ing the swollen genital parts, with a solution of four grains of nitrate of silver, 
in an ounce of water. A slight escar resulted from this application, and the 
sensibility of the parts were decreased, and in four days, by the application of 
this mild caustic, repeated twice a day, the patient was cured.— Journal Gene¬ 
ral de Medecine, Sept. 1828. 


45. On Strangury from Cantharides, and its relief. By Jonx Davt, M. D. 
&c—“ Strangury from cantharides, especially when applied to the skin for the 
purpose of blistering it, is of such frequent occurrence, and generally of such 
short duration, that it is commonly thought little of; and I hardly know which 
lias received least attention from systematic writers—the explanation of the af¬ 
fection or its relief. 

“To those who are conversant in hospital practice, and who apply them¬ 
selves to pathological anatomy, it must be well known that this kind of stran¬ 
gury is connected with phlogosis of the lining membrane of some part of the 
urinary passages. I liave observed it most frequently in the pelvis of the kid¬ 
neys, and in the bladder of urine, and occasionally in the ureters, and in the up¬ 
per part of the urethra. The part affected with inflammation is swollen and 
dark red, from blood extravasated into the cellular structure, under the epithe¬ 
lium. Sometimes, when the effect is most severe, blood, it is well known, is 
actually effused into the passages themselves, giving rise to bloody urine. 
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Sometimes, on the contrary, when the effect is slight, oedema, with very litUe 
redness of the mucous membrane is produced, unattended with strangury or 
any symptom indicating the specific action of the cantharides on the parts in 
question. 

“ During the prevalence of strangury, I need not observe the secretion of 
urine by the kidneys is either much diminished or almost totally suppressed:— 
At the same time, from the irritation of the bladder, a constant desire urges the 
patient to attempt micturition. 

“ The experienced practitioner can have little faith in the means commonly 
recommended for relieving tills painful affection; such as the camphor mixture, 
spiritus setheris nitrici , &c. Those who have tried these medicines most, if I 
may draw an inference from the result of my own observation, must place least 
confidence in their efficacy. The only means of relief which 1 have found al¬ 
most constantly to succeed, is the introduction of the catheter, used not with 
the idea of drawing off urine, but for the purpose expressly in question. It 
should be employed with delicacy and caution, just slipped into the neck of the 
bladder, and kept in only a few seconds. The process is seldom very painful, 
and the relief is almost immediate. 

“The rationale of the effect I shall not attempt to explain, as I have nothing 
but conjecture founded on analogy to offer on the subject”— Edin. Med. and 
Surg. Joum. Oct. 1828. 

47. On the effects of Ligature , and Bleeding , in cases of Poisoning. —Dr. Vsn- 
kiebe, has communicated to the Royal Academy of Medicine, a very simple- 
therapeutic measure, which, he says, is applicable in all cases of poisoning. 
Some time ago, M. Magendie ascertained by experiment, that absorption might 
be entirely suspended in a dog, by producing artificial plethora, by the injec 
tion of tepid water into the veins. Starting from this fact, Dr. V. tried the fol¬ 
lowing experiment; after having introduced three grains of the extract of nux 
vomica, into a wound in a dog's paw, he applied a ligature above the humero- 
cubital articulation, of the poisoned limb. He then injected slowly, by the 
jugular vein, as much water as the animal could support, without suffering 
much; he, finally, opened below the ligature, the vein of the poisoned limb, 
and after having collected some ounces of the blood, he injected it into the ju¬ 
gular vein of another dog, which died instantly, in tetanic convulsions. The 
wound of the first dog, being carefully cleansed, a little blood was allowed to 
flow, and the animal set a liberty’. Itgavc no sign of poisoning. The produc¬ 
ing plethora, by injecting water into the veins, being vciy inconvenient. Dr. 
V. suspected tliat this might be obviated by producing local plethora, which 
could easily be affected by a ligature moderately tight on the limb. The liga¬ 
ture being applied, all tliat is necessary would be, to open one of thp principal 
veins of the engorged part, to produce the flow of the blood charged with the 
poison. Two experiments are given by Dr. V., in confirmation of the copcct- 
ncss of tliis idea. In one of these experiments, three grains of the alcoholic ex¬ 
tract of nux vomica, were spread over a wound, made in the right check of a 
small dog. After a space of six minutes, during which the experimenter com¬ 
pressed the two jugulars with his two thumbs, he had the jugular vein of the 
poisoned side, opened with a lancet; the blood flowed in abundance, and the 
animal placed upon its feet, suffered no other inconvenience than a slight weak¬ 
ness. 

In the other experiment. Dr. V. introduced, under the skin, covering the 
dorsal surface of the right fore-paw, three grains of the same alcoholic extract: 
and, a strong ligature at the same time, placed around the limb. After five 
minutes application, the poison was removed by repeated washing; the wound 
being quite cleaned, the ligature was removed, and the animal being put tmon 
its feet, walked quietly: but, it was soou seized with tetanic convulsions of ex¬ 
treme violence. A large bleeding from the jugulars was instantly performed; 
the blood flowed freely, and in half a minute the convulsions ceased. The 
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animal being 1 then placed at liberty, walked as before, only from lime to time 
some rattling expirations were heard, which ceased quickly. Dr. V. thinks, 
that in this experiment, the ligature lacing too tight, the artery was compressed 
with the vein, which prevented local plethora from taking place, (a condition 
which Dr. V. thinks necessary for protection against the poison,)and, notwith¬ 
standing the care to wash the wound, enough of the poison was imbibed to 
cause, after the removal of the ligature, violent tetanus. From this experiment 
Dr. V. concludes, 1st. That a very tight ligature is useless. 2d. (What is more im¬ 
portant,) that even when the poison has penetrated into the circulation, the 
evil is not beyond the resources of art, and that it is possible by means of large 
bleedings, to remove it from the system. These experiments are highly in¬ 
teresting, and especially, when taken in connexion with those of Drs. Pennock 
and Rodrigue, published in the preceding volumes of this journal. These ex¬ 
periments satisfactorily show that the effects of the poison may be removed, 
more readily than by the mode recommended by Dr. V., namely, by applying 
a cupping-glass, or pressure over the poisoned spot, or a ligature to the limb, 
above the place where the poison has been inserted. 

48. Iodine in Gout. — We have already announced, that M. Gexdrix, the 
learned editor of the Journal Glnlral dc Mcdccine, has employed the iodine 
successfully in gout. In his Journal for July last, lie states that further expe¬ 
rience has confirmed its utility. He has varied the mode of using the reme¬ 
dy, having administered it to the exterior, as well as the interior, in frictions, 
baths, vapours, tinctures, alkaline solution, and enema, and in no instance has 
he found it productive of injurious effects. In every case, and he has now tried 
it in twenty-six, the patients were cured in a few days, or their condition rapidly 
ameliorated. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

49. On certain methods of treating Chronic Injlain motions of the Eye , lately 
adopted at the lloyal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital. By G. J. Guthrie. ---Mr. 
Guthrie says that he has been employing with advantage the following reme¬ 
dies in chronic ophthalmia:— 

“1. R. Argcnti Nitratis, gr. ij. ad gr. x.; Liq. Plumbi Subacct. gtt xv.; 
Ung. Cetacci £ j. 

** 2 R. Ilydr. Oxymur. gr. iij. ad iv.; Liq. Plumbi Subacet gtt. xv.; Ung. 
Cetacei £j. 

“ The argentum nitratum and oxymuriate of mercury must be reduced first 
to an impalpable powder, then mixed with the ointment on a slab, and the 
liquor plumbi added. It may be done in a glass mortar. A double decompo¬ 
sition takes place in either ointment, which naturally diminishes the strength of 
each; but tills change takes place slowly, particularly in the oxymuriate oint¬ 
ment, so that weeks elapse before they become inert. A very sensible differ¬ 
ence is felt by the patient between an ointment only two days made, and an¬ 
other of two or three weeks standing, and the stimulating qualities may be cal¬ 
culated according to the state of the eye, as well as the strength of the compo¬ 
sition. The argentum nitratum ointment is gray when first made, but soon 
changes its colour to a brownish-black. If the argentum nitratum be mixed 
with the ung. cetacei, (as I once used it,) without the liquor plumbi, it dissolves 
more rapidly; when used, the powdered .nitrate falls into the fold of the con¬ 
junctiva, or rests on the lid, and is apt to cause a slough, which is prevented 
oy adding the lead.” 

Tlic manner of using the ointment is “ by introducing between the lids a 
portion, larger or smaller, as the case may seem to require it, from the size of a 
large pin’s head to that of a garden pea. The eyelids being closed, are to be 
No. VI.—Feb. 1829. 59 



